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tendency of the " mystic " or " allegorizing " method. What support do its ad- 
herents claim for it ? 

(1) There was more in Christ, the incarnate "Word, than met the eye or ear; 
he was hidden. So the meaning of the written Word was hidden, and its treas- 
ures are to be dug out by the believer. 

(2) As Christ manifested himself only in proportion to the needs and faith 
of those that sought him, so the meaning of the Word can be learned only as we 
have a need for what it contains, and as we have faith. Nothing opens its treas- 
ures but need and faith. 

(3) Christ's words, as well as Christ himself, were mysterious; their meaning 
hidden from the multitude ; open to all, but opened to few ; and so all portions 
of the written Word. 

(4) When Christ and his apostles referred to the Old Testament, they quote 
the passages employed, apart from their proper context, applying to Christ and 
the Church, circumstances in the life of an Old Testament character, or events in 
the history of Israel as a nation. The passages treated thus by Christ and the 
apostles are but examples of what it was intended every true believer should do. 

(5) "No prophecy of Scripture is of private interpretation;" i. e., while in 
the case of other books " whatever is said of any person, thing, city or nation 
relates to, and is to be understood of, that person, thing, city or nation only, in 
the case of Scripture this is not so. Scripture has more than one object and ap- 
plication. The letter covers a second, though a kindred sense." 

There is not space for discussion, after so lengthy a presentation, of the 
author's views. It only remains to be said, that by such interpreters (and the 
number of them, it must be confessed, is very large) God's word receives shame- 
ful treatment. More injury is done the cause of Bible-study by the inculcation 
of such views, than would be received by it from the attacks of a thousand Inger- 
solls. May the day soon come when such ideas of the Bible truth shall be as rare, 
as is the belief in witchcraft. 



THE PROPHECY OF JOEL.* 



This treatise is the continuation of a dissertation which received the 
approval of the Philosophical Faculty of the University of Leipzig. The subject 
discussed is one which, as is suggested by the author, has received an unusual 
amount of attention from recent scholars. After stating briefly the various views, 
among which that of Merx is accorded greatest attention, our author, dividing his- 
work into three parts, discusses 

1) The Contents, Unity and Aim of Joel ; 

2) Whether Joel lived before or after the Exile ; 

3) The particular pre-exilic age in which he prophesied. 

The allegorical interpretation of the first part of the Book of Joel is rejected ; 
and the array of arguments produced in favor of the literal interpretation is 
truly formidable. Perhaps a better presentation of the literal view has never 
been made. One paragraph is worthy of particular notice : 

"While it would be entirely unusual and even peculiar to begin a prophecy in 
forms of the past and at the same time to call upon the memory of the hearers or 
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readers to witness to the truth of the narration as in I., II., III., when the future 
is meant, it would be quite awkward and almost unheard of to begin one without 
some historical basis or present motive. The prophecy, like the sermon in gen- 
eral, applies especially to the condition of the hearers, indeed, has its origin in 
their material and moral necessities, and continues with encouragement and 
promises, or with admonitions, warnings and even threatenings of punishment. 
But to interpret the first half of our book as a prophecy, without first indicating 
some present cause for the fearful devastation threatened, would be to neglect 
every satisfactory inducement to gain the attention of the hearers and every 
motive to the desired fasting and repentance, i., 13, 14 ; n., 12 seq., and to render 
the prophecy ineffective and rather meaningless. But it appears that the people 
heard and heeded the prophet, or he had the assurance that they soon would do 
it, ii., 17." 

The analysis of the book, according to our author, is as follows : (1) Chap- 
ters i.-iii.; (a) chap, i., n., 1-16, Devastation of land by locusts and drought, with 
references to the day of Jehovah and to fasting and repentance ; (b) chap, n., 17- 
27, Appearance of priests at prayer, followed by outward blessings ; (c) chap, in., 
Outpouring of the Spirit with signs. (2) Chapter iv.; (a) vs. 1-3, Bestoration of 
Israel ; (6) vs. 4-8, A parenthesis, specifying particular enemies ; (c) vs. 9-17, 
Judgment of all nations, protection of Israel; (d) vs. 18-21, A resume of the 
prophecy. 

The question as to the four kinds of locust is still left unexplained. 

In the second part, there are taken up (1) replies to the arguments urged 
against Joel's originality ; (2) replies to the arguments urged against the post- 
exilic date of the book ; (3) the arguments in favor of the pre-exilic authorship, 
and (4) the arguments from Joel's style and usage of words. After considering 
carefully all internal and historical considerations, the time of Joel is fixed in the 
first generation after Solomon, in the years immediately following Shishak's 
invasion and seizure of Jerusalem, about 970 B. C. 

The spirit of the writer is good; his reasoning is close; he has certainly 
devoted much time to the work in hand. With his conclusion, however, as to the 
date of the prophet, we cannot agree. It is far more probable, we think, that 
Joel lived and preached under Jehoash a hundred years later. We commend 
this treatise to those who may desire to study a carefully wrought out discussion 
of the subject. 



